The Authentic Church – Part 3

“Don’t just go to Church, be the Church”  Matthew 16:17-19

Matthew 16:17-19 “and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will 
not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 

Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.” 

· Serving in the local church keeps me from being deceived. James 1:22
· Serving in the local church keeps me from living a lie. James 2:17 
· Serving in the local church perfects my faith. James 2:22 

 “To the soul that is wholly bent on God, a thousand fretting cares and vexing problems 
which tear the lives of others in pieces simply cease to exist. Life thenceforth becomes triumphantly effective. It is no more the happy hunting ground of vagrant impulses and 
futile efforts; it is the theatre of Divine activity, the sphere of creative power.”   E. Herman

The call of Jesus Christ to “Be the Church”

1. I am under the authority of Christ’s church: “and on this rock I will build my church” 

· Greatest endeavor to be a part of, co-builders and co-laborers in the church.  

· 1Peter 2:5 “you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to 
be a holy priesthood.”
· Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”
2. I am abandoned to Christ’s church: “and the gates of Hades will not overcome it”

· Jesus expects you and I to live with a sense urgency and abandonment.  

· Proverbs 24:11 “Rescue those being led away to death; hold back those staggering toward slaughter.”
· 2Cor. 12:15 “So I will very gladly spend everything I have and expend myself as well.”

3. I am accountable for Christ’s church: “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven”

· “give you” means there will be an individual accounting for our faithfulness.  

· 1Cor. 4:2 “Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must 
prove faithful.” 

· Proverbs 24:12  “If you say, "But we knew nothing about this,” does not he who 
weighs the heart perceive it? Does not he who guards your life know it? Will he 
not repay each person according to what he has done?
4. I am to advance Christ’s church: “whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven” 

· To be active and actively involved – to take a vested interest.
· Matthew 11:12 “From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven 
has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it.”  

· Matthew 28:19 “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations”  

“Don’t just go to church, be the church,” is the authentic church’s testimony every day. 

